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fiber, such as a ribbon-shaped bicomponent fiber. This patent 
document discloses that after fiber separation, the web is 
bonded to form the non-woven fabric. This patent document 
further discloses that, in accordance with the through-air 
bonding technique, as heat is applied to the web, the 
temperature of the web rises to a point at which differential 
shrinkage of the high-shrinkage polymer component occurs. As 
heat continues to be applied, the temperature of the web rises 
to a temperature at which the high-shrinking polymer becomes 
tacky and begins to melt, allowing the segments formed of 
high-shrinkage polymer to bond to adjacent polymers. 

Note that this International patent application discloses 
that the temperature of the web should rise to a temperature 
at which the high-shrinkage polymer becomes tacky and begins 
to melt. Such disclosure would have neither taught nor would 
have suggested the bonding due to melting of one of the 
polymer materials of the fiber, the bonding in the 
International patent application occurring due to tackiness 
arising upon softening of the high-shrinkage polymer. 

In view of all of the foregoing, it is respectfully 
submitted that all requirements of 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98 have 
been satisfied, in connection with the presently submitted 
documents. Accordingly, consideration of these documents, 
upon examination of the above-identified application, is 
respectfully requested. 

To the extent necessary, Applicants petition for an 
extension of time under 37 CFR § 1.136. Please charge any 
shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this 


paper, including extension of time fees, to the Deposit 
Account No. 01-2135 (Case No. 709.36924X00) and please credit 
any excess fees to such Deposit Account. 
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Respect ful ly submitted , 


ANTONELLI, TERRY, STOUT & KRAUS , LLP 
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